
Kersti Rock, September 7, 2022

Preserving the Los Alamos 
Memorial Rose Garden

Protecting the Roses from Predation by the Local Deer



Rose Garden - Early Days

• 1956 - Zia Parks Department gave the Los Alamos Garden Club a garden plot in the 
Community Center where the present roundabout is. 

• The club turned the plot into a rose garden, planting 6 Floribunda China Roses. 

• 1957 - Plant sale enabled the club to purchase 50 more roses - Los Alamos Rose Garden begins. 

• Preparation and planting of the beds done under supervision of Carl A. Freeman, 
superintendent of the Zia Parks Department. 

• 1958 - More space was needed so the Atomic Energy Commission allowed the club to 
appropriate an area of land behind Fuller Lodge to use as a memorial garden. 

• Club member and landscape architect, Lila Gardner designed the present garden in 1957.

The beginning



Rose Garden - Early Days

• 1959 - The Redwood Arbor, or garden house, was added on the west side and marked the entrance to the Rose Garden.  Another, smaller, 
arbor was added to the north and in 1987 was dedicated as the Lanter Memorial Arbor in honor of Norma and Robert Lanter, two club 
members. 

• 1959 and early 1960’s - Zia Parks Department handled watering and mulching.  Club members took care of pruning and grooming the plants. 
• 1961 - Two Sears grants and donations from club members enabled the club to place several decorative structures in the garden. 

• A stand, dedicated to the memory of Enrico Fermi, was place under the Garden House and used to hold a chart listing all the rose bushes.  
The stand now supports a plaque with a history of the Rose Garden. 

• Mrs. Ernest Lang, a club member, donated the Nambe Mills birdbath in memory of her husband, Ernest Lang, Sr. 
• Sundial, also executed by Nambe Mills, was donated by Mary Strickfadden in memory of her husband, William Strickfadden.  The base for 

the sundial was donated by the Lion’s club. 
• 1968 - There were 450 rose bushes under the care of the Garden Club.  That year, Los Alamos County assumed some of the maintenance of 

the Rose Garden. 
• 1973 - A club committee advised installation of concrete barriers and black border chains by Los Alamos County. 
• 1999 - The metal “Table Fountain with Rock” by Hans Van de Bovenkamp, was purchased by the Garden Club with matching funds from the 

Art in Public Places Board.  The fountain was installed in the Rose Garden as a gift to Los Alamos County on its 50th Anniversary.

Memorial structures as well as memorial roses



Rose Garden - More Recently

• 2002 - Los Alamos County built cement Historical Walkway that borders two sides of the Rose Garden.  A chain 
link fence and the black border decorative chain were removed at this time.  Path lighting was installed along 
the walkway. 

• 2004 - Los Alamos County installed a $5,000 irrigation system and reinstalled the “Table Fountain with Rock” 
which had been removed for repairs. 

• 2007 - Veteran’s Blue Star ByWay marker was installed by Phillip Kigour, husband of club member Midge Kigour. 

• 2022 - Club members currently put in about 300 hours of work each growing season.  The County takes care of 
watering, provides mulch, maintains the grass and structural features like the arbors. 

• The Memorial Rose Garden is not just a memorial but also a place of beauty and inspiration for residents and 
visitors alike.  Wedding receptions, concerts, craft fairs and other community events take place in and around 
the garden.  It is a vital and growing feature of Los Alamos and a source of pride for the community. (From a 
history by Irene Aikin)

Los Alamos County and the Garden Club have worked together on the Rose Garden since the late 1960’s



Old Plat of the Rose Garden

• Old plat of the Rose Garden 

• A crude estimate (by pacing) placed 
the perimeter of the Rose Garden 
between 270 to 300 feet.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

  Garden House               

• Redwood Garden House with two 
benches and stand supporting the 
History of the Rose Garden plaque.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

Enrico Fermi Stand

• 1961 - Two Sears grants and donations from 
club members enabled the club to place 
several decorative structures in the garden. 

• A stand, dedicated to the memory of 
Enrico Fermi, was placed under the 
Garden House and used to hold a chart 
listing all the rose bushes.  The stand 
now supports a plaque with a history of 
the Rose Garden.  According to some 
records, the Garden House may also 
have been dedicated to Enrico Fermi’s 
memory.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

Lanter Arbor

• Lanter Arbor - this arbor was 
dedicated in honor of club member 
Norma Lanter and her husband, 
Robert Lanter.  There used to be a 
bronze plaque commemorating 
this.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

The Sun Dial

• 1961 - Sundial, executed by Nambe Mills, 
was donated by Mark Strickfadden in 
memory of her husband, William 
Strickfadden.  The base for the sundial 
was donated by the Lion’s club.  George 
Matlack worked out the correct 
placement of the sundial fade, which told 
the correct time within five minutes.  
George and Bill Deal cemented the base 
into position. Bronze plaque on Sun Dial 
said “Time Takes All but Memories” 

• Sadly, the sundial fade has disappeared.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

The Bird Bath

• 1961- Mrs. Ernest Lang, a club 
member, donated the Nambe 
Mills birdbath in memory of her 
husband, Ernest Lang, Sr.



LA County builds walkways

• Los Alamos County built a cement 
Historical Walkway in the fall of 
2002.  It borders the garden on two 
sides.  Path lighting was also 
installed. 

• A chain link fence and black border 
decorative chains intended to 
discourage people from walking 
through the roses were removed at 
that time.



Table Fountain with Rock
Los Alamos’ 50th Anniversary

• In 1999, during Los Alamos’ 50th 
Anniversary year, a metal “Table 
Fountain with Rock” by Hans Van 
de Bovenkamp, was purchased by 
the Garden Club with matching 
funds from the Art in Public Places 
Board.   

• This beautiful fountain was placed 
in the Rose Garden as a gift to Los 
Alamos County.



Memorial Structures in the Rose 
Garden

Veterans’ Blue Star Memorial

• Blue Star Memorial - Dedicated at 
the Los Alamos Garden Club’s 60th 
Anniversary in 2007. 

• Note: The Garden Club is very 
grateful to Los Alamos County for 
covering the cost of having the 
damaged stone replaced and the 
plaque remounted in 2019.



Garden Club Members Put in About 
300 Hours of Work Per Year

Spring Pruning

• The club hosts a pruning workshop open to 
the public each April. 

• Work begins in the garden around late April 
or early May. 

• Garden club members meet once a week to 
work for about two hours. 

• Weeding and some pruning continues 
throughout the growing season. 

• Special projects such as spraying insecticide, 
applying epsom salts, bone meal, phosphate, 
cow manure, peat moss, etc, require 
additional hours.



Garden Club Members Put in About 
300 Hours of Work Per Year

Planting

• As rose plants are donated as 
memorials, garden club members 
take care of the planting, 
sometimes together with the 
families if they are able to attend. 

• The holes are dug and enriched 
with additives to help the plant get 
established and begin to grow.



Garden Club Members Put in About 
300 Hours of Work Per Year

Fall Mulching

• Garden Club members added compost 
and about six inches of mulch in late 
fall. 

• Los Alamos County provides the mulch. 

• The Club still has a core group of 
regular garden volunteers but nearly 
everyone is in their 70’s or 80’s.   

• Recent additional work such as building 
and placing cages to deter deer takes 
away from other efforts.



Deer frequent the Rose Garden

Shooing away a deer

• Deer visit the Rose Garden at all 
hours and are little disturbed by the 
humans who would like them to 
stop eating the roses.





Measures taken to prevent predation of 
roses by the local deer population

2022

• Wire cages have been placed over 
many of the smaller rose plants. 

• This has allowed more blooms to 
develop on these plants. 

• But the plants will outgrown their 
cages and the cages will have to be 
replaced with larger ones. 

• The cages are somewhat unsightly.



Measures taken to prevent predation of 
roses by the local deer population

• Garden club members have planted 
rosemary and marigolds as their 
scents are supposed to be 
objectionable to the deer. 

• The marigolds also provide 
pleasant color to the garden. 

• Marigolds are annuals and planting 
so many is very labor intensive. 

• The deer do not seem deterred.



Measures taken to prevent predation of 
roses by the local deer population

Bags of Irish Spring Soap

• Bags of Irish Spring Soap have been 
hung since the scent is supposed to 
repel deer. 

• This measure has not been 
effective, at least not without 
placing so many bags that they 
would become unsightly.



Possible Deer Fence Designs
Many possible designs exist - these are just a few

• The design of our existing arbors 
could be extended to create a lower 
fence and an attractive beam 
design overhead.  The lower fence 
could be just high enough to 
discourage deer from reaching over. 

• The upper beam would be 
positioned to discourage jumping. 

• Visibility and attractiveness would 
be preserved.



Possible Deer Fence Designs
Many possible designs exist - these are just a few

• Lower fence with upper beam. 

• This design has a slightly higher gate 
than the previous one. 

• A swinging gate that only opens 
outward could prevent deer from 
pushing it open and entering the 
garden. 

• The gates should swing shut 
automatically except when propped 
open for special events.



Possible Deer Fence Designs
Many possible designs exist - these are just a few

• A large mesh on the lower fence 
might increase visibility into the 
garden.



Possible Deer Fence Designs
Many possible designs exist - these are just a few

• A metal frame instead of wood, 
again with wire mesh.



Possible Deer Fence Designs
Many possible designs exist - these are just a few

• Metal framed fence with horizontal 
wires.



Possible Deer Fence Designs

• This fence design requires wire 
mesh to cover the lower openings.



Possible Deer Fence Designs

•   Staggered height fence panels are 
an attractive solution when dealing 
with a slope.      



Combination Deer Fence and Hedge

Could a slightly lower fence plus rose bushes achieve the same effect?

• Brian Barth, Houzz contributor 

• “A Deer Fence Can Be Decorative 
As Well as Protective”, July 30, 2015





An attractive fence will help keep our deer 
friends from eating the Rose Garden

A deer visiting the garden while a club member works

• The deer have been a documented problem for the Rose 
Garden since its beginning but the recent fires have 
increased the population that is dependent on feeding 
around the townsite. 

• Club members have tried various repellents over the years 
with only limited success.  And there are fewer garden club 
members available to work in the garden than there have 
been in the past. 

• There have been many cooperative efforts between Los 
Alamos County and the Garden Club that have added to 
the beauty of the Garden. 

• Obtaining the services of a historic architect to conceive 
the best fence design for both beauty and function is a 
logical first step in this next evolution of developing and 
preserving a beautiful historic centerpiece in downtown 
Los Alamos.


